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About three years after Etan Patz was abducted, a potential 
witness came forward to detectives in charge of this high profile 
child abduction / missing person case. Detective John Gaspar of 
NYPD Forensic Hypnosis Unit was called upon to interview 
the witness, a taxi cab driver, who was placed under hypnosis to 
provide a better environment for memory recall by Detective 
Gaspar. The driver reported, while under hypnosis, that Etan Patz 
entered a cab with a white male. The cab driver was taken back 
three years to the day and time that Etan was abducted. The cab 
driver remembered, with great clarity, the day, the weather, and 
what the North and South of Houston street area looked like. 
Even though a major construction face lift was given to that 
neighborhood, the cab driver was able to give important 



information to Detective Gaspar. Detective Gaspar, to be sure that 
the cab driver was a good subject, researched the city records, 
and the interview under hypnosis was established to be accurate.


